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eis a painful tender Service to which J am this 

— Day called. But the reſpeciful Importunity of ſur- 
vi ding Relatives, to teſtify to the World the 
Friendſhip with which I have been for many 
Years paſt honoured, has conſtrained me however 
unequal. Indeed, my Friends, I need your Can- 
dour and Compaſſion, and beg you would join with 
me in one fervent Petition, that as my Day now 
zs, ſo my Strength may be. 


— 


will lead your Meditations to thoſe Words of 
the Apoſtle Paul, 


2 TIMOTRH i. 12. the latter Clauſe. 


For I know whom T have believed: And I am 
perſuaded, that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him againſt that Day. 


* 


thy, from Rome: where he was ſuf- 

7 fering bonds and impriſonment; and 
expecting a violent death for the ſake of the 
goſpel. But in his, and in all his ſufferings for 
E530 B it, 


& = HE Apoſtle writes this epiſtle to Timo- 


(2] 


it, he glories : and declares, for the encourage- 
ment of Timothy, what it was that enabled him 
to do ſo. A noble inſtance, the words preſent 
to us of the animating power of faith, under cir- 
cumſtances, to ſenſe the moſt gloomy and diſ- 
couraging. It is worth our while attentively to 
conſider it. It will, I think, appear peculiarly 
ſuited to the preſent occaſion. I propoſe therefore 


I. To lay before you the ſeveral parts of the 


words, and 


II. To make a * or two upon the ſubject 
of them. 


I. 7 ſhall endeavour fo to explain to you the ſeveral 
parts of the words, as to ſhow that they are not pe- 
culiar to the Apoſtle. But that other good chriſtians 
have by the goſpel, a 2 on for the fame ſpirit 
of faith, confidence, and joy. 


His circumſtances were, it is true, peculiarly 


diſtreſſing. And it is really wonderful to behold, 

with what greatneſs of ſoul, with what a noble 
intrepidity and fortitude, with what an unſhaken 
ſerenity and joy, he nies ſuperior to, and triumphs 
over all. He had the view of death, of a violent 
death, ſtrong before him. Dufficultres, very grie- 
vous to human nature, he was ſtruggling with. 


He appears to be a man of ſtrong feelings: to 
have 
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[3] 
have a warm zeal for the goſpel: a juft ſenſe of 
character: tender affections for his friends: and 
a proper concern for his own happineſs. All theſe 
lay now- before him. He had great concerns de- 
pending: for his friends, whom he thought him- 
ſelf about to be parted from: for his own fe, 
which he apprehended would be taken away : 
and for the goſpel, which he loved more than all: 
to promote which he had laboured abundantly ; 
which he ſaw he ſhould leave under great diſcou- 
ragements ; and be able to ſerve no more. 


Theſe, I fay, were very diſtreſſing circum- 
ſtances, and yet behold his firmneſs ; his aſſur- 
ance ; his joy. He looks forward with confidence 
and triumph, and exults in the ſafety of all theſe 
tender and valuable intereſts. And himfelf, his 
friends, and the goſpel, he compoſedly and chear- 
fully recommends to God ; with an undoubting 
aſſurance that he would take care of all, 


Nor was this an enthuſiaſtic heat: but the 
effect of juſt and ſolid principle. Which he here 
ſo repreſents, as not only to juſtify his own firm- 
neſs and ſatisfaction, ths to inſpire his dearly be- 
loved Timothy with the ſame ſpirit of confidence 
and joy, under all his apprehenſions for himſelf; 
under the loſs of him, who had been his father in 
Chriſt ; and under all his concern for the goſpel, 
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[4] 
when it ſhould be deprived of fo able and faithful | 
an advocate, as the Apoſtle was. 


Conceive we the great and good man thus ad- 


dreſſing him, with all poſſible affection, under 
ſuch moving circumſtances. As a preacher of 
the goſpel, and from my earneſt deſire to promote 


that glorious cauſe, and the ſalvation of the Gen- 
tiles, I have gone through labours, difficulties, 


and perſecution : am now ſuffering reproach and 


impriſonment : and expect ere long- a violent 
death. But notwithſtanding all this, I am in 
nothing diſmayed or diſcouraged. Upon a ſerious 
review of what I have done and ſuffered I am 
very far from being aſhamed or repenting. And 
though I apprehend the time of my departure 


draws nigh, yet it gives me no concern; yea, it 


is matter of ſatisfaction and joy to me. I know 


every valuable intereſt is fate. Of my own ac- 
ceptance and happineſs, I have no doubt. With 


regard to thoſe who have been endeared to me by 
affection and religion, and whom ] have conſi- 
dered as my particular charge, I leave them in 
the hands of a faithful and powerful God. And 
as to the goſpel, which I prize above life itſelf, I 
know it is the cauſe of God: I commit it to him: 
and have not the leaſt doubt, but he will protect, 
ſupport, and bleſs it, againſt all oppoſition,” to 


the end of the world. And as theſe things are 


* 
5 8 
OO. 


* 
= | * * 
- - — 22 
1 


my conſolation and joy, ſo they may and ſhould 


fubject of it. Confider we 


155 


be yours alſo: to ſupport and comfort thee, my 
dear ſon, under my departure: to animate thy 
zeal for the goſpel, under all its diſoouragements: : 
and to make thee eafy and chearful, in the midſt 
of ſufferings, and in the views of death. 


I think I have not, I am ſure I would not, put 
any unnatural force upon the words: nor done 
any thing more than repreſent to you, the real 
genuine ſentiments of the Apoſtle, when he 
wrote them. And that this may appear, 
and you may enjoy the advantage of theſe en- 
livening ſentiments, I will a little more diſtinctly 


inveſtigate the words, under the ws following 
particulars. 


The firmneſs and confidence, which the Apoſtle 
here diſcovers : with the principle and foundation 
of it. The time to which he refers it. _ the 


I. The firmneſs and confidence, which the A- 
poſtle here diſcovers : with the principle and foun- 
dation of it. 


I have already obſerved, and it is neceſſary we 
ſhould here remember, that his circumſtances 


were at this time, to outward appearance, as 
dark 


[6] 


dark and diſcouraging as poſſible. Infamy and 
bonds were his preſent lot ; and death, in its moſt 
dreadful form, was full before him. All this he 


felt and ſaw : and felt too all that the trueſt ſelf- 


love, the tendereſt ſocial affections, and the 


warmeſt concerns for the cauſe of truth and the 


goſpel, could feel. And yet, in the midit of all, 
he enjoys the greateſt firmneſs and aſſurance: and 
utters the language of a ſoul intirely free from 
diſtrefling fear and doubt. I know, and I am 
perſuaded, are the words by which he expreſſes, 
not barely the ſerenity and hope, but the aſſurance 
and joy of his mind. 


It may be thought, that this great attainment 
was peculiar to the Apoſtle : and that it is in vain 
for us to endeavour after it. And I grant he had 
not only great natural firmneſs, and the ſtrongeſt 
evidences for his faith in the goſpel : but was alſo 
inſpired with extraordinary meaſures of fortitude 
and joy. But then it ſhould alſo be remembered, 
that his circumſtances were no leſs uncommon ; 
the trials of bis faith and confidence no leſs ex- 
traordinary. And though Chriſtians in ordinary 
caſes, are not to expect the ſame degree of the 
ſpirit of God which the Apoſtle had, yet they 
have no room to doubt of a 3 concurrence, 
with the powers of their own minds, and the 


great err of faith and religion, 8 
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EF 
Nor is this noble elevation peculiar to the 
e: other inſtances we may have met with. 
I have ſeen and heard a Saint now in Heaven, un- 
der great weakneſs of body, and in the full 
views of approaching death, thus expreſs him- 
ſelf, with a form of voice, and a chearful coun- 


tenance, indicating the confidence and joy of his 


mind. 


And indeed the foundation and principle, upon 
which this confidence and joy is built and ſup- 
ported, is common to all Chriſtians. I am not 
aſhamed to review my life as a Chriſtian, nor of 
the hopes which I have built upon the goſpel. 
I can look back upon both with ſatisfaction and 
approbation : and now rejoice in the principles of 
my faith, and the teſtimony of my conſcience. 
And as I have lived by the goſpel, fo I am not 
afraid to die by it. For I know whom I have be- 
lieved or truſted : and I am perſuaded that he is able 
10 keep that which I commit to him. 


In the firſt clauſe, I know whom I have believed, 
the Apoſtle refers to the love and faithfulneſs of 
God: in the latter, to his all-ſufficient power. A 


reflection upon the integrity of his heart, and 


the fidelity of his conduct; a calm review of the 
principles of his faith; and a conviction of the 
1 of God, his immutable truth and un- 

failing 


(8] 


failing power, were the foundation upon which f 
he built and enjoyed, all this confidence, aſſur- 1 
ance, and joy. Or if the Apoſtle had, as per- 
haps he had, in theſe words an immediate re- 
ference to his deareſt Lord and Maſter, yet this 
makes no material difference: indeed no diffe- 
rence at all in point of ſecurity. Since God has 
1 inveſted him with full power to take care of the 
| concerns and happineſs of all his faithful ſervants : 
18 yea, has engaged his own power to this purpoſe : 
i and in this reſpect, Chriſt and his father are one. 4 
j Thus our Lord has taught us to reaſon, John, f 
chap. x. ver. 28, 29, 30. 5 hl 


1 at © — 


"i If then, my brethren, we can look back upon 
1 our integrity and fidelity, with an approving ſatis- 
th faction as the Apoftle could, we may look up-' 
ward and forward, with the confidence and joy 
1 that he did. And like him, and other faithful: | 
0 ſervants of Jeſus, under the greateſt difficulties, N 
and the views of death, may boldly ſay, I know: ; 
ip aohom T have truſted : and I am perſuaded that he N 
. is able to keep, that which I have committed to him 
lit againſt that day. | ? 


What that day is: or the time to which thes 
1 Apoſtle refers his expectation and aſſurance, is 
Wl - what we propoſed, in the ſecond Place, to! 
1 enquire. 


— 


N or 
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Nor need 1 enlarge here: ſince it is very ob- 
vious, and by all agreed, that hereby is meant, 


the awful and important time of the reſurrettion 
and uni verſal judgment. Nor is it unuſual in the 


facred writings, when ſpeaking of that folemn 
time, to call it by way of diſtinction, that day 
that great day ; and the day of the Lord. Thither 
it is that the Apoſtle refers, and thither alſo 
every faithful Chriſtian refers, his expectations 
and wiſhes. 


In the preſent ſtate, the power and care of 
God and the Redeemer over truth, and the goſ- 
pel, and the faithful miniſters and votaries there- 
of, is not ſo ſignally and viſibly diſplayed. Here 
clouds prevail: error and vice abound : perſe- 
cution ſometimes rages : difficulties, trials, and 
afflictions await the beſt of men: death triumphs 
over them, and ſtops the exertions of their zeal 
and love. But they live and die, in certain ex- 
pectation of that great and glorious day. And 
though the Apoſtle had no doubt (nor need any 
good Chriſtian doubt) of his own fafety in the 
intermediate ſtate ; yea though he declared, that 
to depart hence and to be with Chriſt, was incom- 
parably better, than to ſtay here, yet to that day 
he principally refers his hopes and views, with 
full aſſurance, that to that giorious day every im- 
portant and valuable intereſt, ſhould be preſerved 
| 8 C by 


[10] 


by eternal power and truth, and then be ever- 


laſtingly ſecured. That Zhen, the goſpel ſhould . 


gloriouſly triumph: it's grand ſcheme be com- 
pleated, in the utter demolition of ſorrow, fin, 
and death ; in the eſtabliſhment of everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, love, and happineſs ; and in the 
glory and bliis of all it's faithful ſervants. Here 
a grand and glorious ſcene opens to our view. 
However I muſt not now dwell upon it: but 
proceed to ſhew you 


III. What is the ſubject of the Apoſtle's con- 
fidence. Or about what he ſpeaks with ſo much 
ſatis faction and aſſurance. 


What we render, that which I have committed 
fo him, is in the original my depoſit . And the 
word means, any thing of value entruſted by 
ſome one, to the care and cuſtody of another. 
I do not ſee but that our tranſlators have ex- 
preſſed the Apoſtle's meaning. Unleſs perhaps 
the idea ſhould be extended, (as the ambiguity 
of the original ſeems to intimate) and the Apo- 


ſtle be underſtood to mean, that which was 


committed unto him : and which he having 
faithfully kept, now committed back to God. 


— 


* Ilapabnxny pov. 
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Expoſitors differ about what the Apoſtle means 
by this depoſit. Some ſuppoſe the Chriſtian 
Churches : others ſuppoſe the Goſpel : and others 
his own Soul, to be here intended. For my own 
part, I ſee no impropriety in ſuppoſing that he 
might have an eye to all theſe : as the word he 
uſes is general: as this was perfectly agreeable 


to the circumſtances, and the ſtate of mind he 


was then in; to what we may well conceive 
were the ſentiments of his ſoul, and his deſign, 
when he thus expreſſed himſelf. He muſt at 
this time feel great concern for the churches, 
which had been committed to his care ; for the 
goſpel, which was his deareſt charge ; as well 
as for his own happineſs. And Timothy too 
upon all theſe accounts, could not but be greatly 
affected with the view of the Apoſtle's ſufferings 
and death. What more natural therefore, than 
for him to expreſs his ſatisfaction in leaving all 
theſe in the hands of God? and committing 
them to him, as to a faithful and powerful de- 
poſitary? what more comfortable and animating 
reflection, could he ſuggeſt to Timothy upon fo 
tender an occaſion ? And why then ſhould not 
we conſider this as his ſentiment, when the ge- 
neral word he uſes will fairly admit of it? 


Let us therefore briefly attend to each of theſe. 


C 2 Firſt, 


if 


[ 12 ] 


Firſt, By this depofit, ſaint Paul may be ſup- 
poſed to have had his eye to the Chriſtian churches. 
To thoſe of them eſpecially that had been plant- 
ed by him: and which he looked upon as his 


particular care and charge. 


Amongſt theſe he had laboured with great 
care, diligence, and fidelity. For 7Zheſe he felt 
te moſt affectionate concern. And Zheſe, under 
his views of death, he gives up to God: reſigns 
the dear charge back to him: and rejoices in 
the full perſuaſion, that he was able and willing 
to keep it. In Ads xx. 32. the word which 
we render I commend you, is the verb of that 
which is here uſed * : and might be expreſſed, 
I commit you, I depoſit you under the care of, I 
give you up to God, and to the word of bis grace, 
which is able, or even to him who is able, r build 
you up, and to give you an inheritance among them 
that cre ſanctiſied. A ſentiment and expreſſion, 
as well as the occaſion of it, ſo very ſimilar to 
that which we are now conſidering, as inclines 


me the more to think, that the Apoſtle had it 
here in his thoughts. 


And thus, like him, when a faithful 8 
of the goſpel has before him the view of death, 
his beloved flock, which had been committed to 


* Hape ids. 
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his charge, and among whom he has long and 
faithfully laboured, will bear a tender part in his 
heart; and ſhare his dying concern. And when 
he looks back upon his own fidelity to his truſt, 
and the returns of reſpect and love he has met 
with from them, will with great affection give 
them up to God, reſign back the dear depoſit to 
him. And an aſſurance that he is able and will- 
ing to keep that which he thus commits to him, 
will be a refreſhment and joy to his ſpirits in his 
laſt moments. More eſpecially with the view of 
that day, when he ſhall meet them again with 
unſpeakable honour and joy. 


This thought would no doubt be a great relief 
to Timothy, under the loſs of fo able and faith- 
ful a ſervant of the churches of Chriſt, as the 
Apoſtle had long been. Though theſe would 
be deprived of him, ſtill God would be with 
them ; ſtill they would be under the care of the 
chief Paſtor. This, I ſay, would be a great re- 
lief to him : and the Apoſtle intended it ſhould. 
And may not you, my brethren, take comfort 
from hence? Although you are deprived of one 
who has long and faithfully watched over you, 


and laboured earneſtly (and I truſt ſucceſsfully) 


to promote your beſt intereſts, yet you are un- 
der the care of God and the Redeemer : de- 
poſited in wiſe and powerful and faithful hands: 

whe 


[ 14 ] 


who can and will, if it be not your own faults, 
keep you to that day of compleat and everlaſting 
falvation and triumph. This is indeed a great 
confolation : and you may juſtly indulge it. 


Secondly, By this depoſit may be meant be 
Gofpel. 


This in other places of this and the former 


. Epiſtle, the Apoſtle conſiders as a Truft ; uſing 


the ſame word with that in my text. This alſo, 
T conceive, he had in his thoughts, when he 
wrote theſe words. The goſpel had been com- 
mitted to his truſt. This truſt he moſt faithfully 
and zealouſſy executed, through labours, perils, 
and ſufferings, and at the almoſt conſtant hazard 
of his life. What fincerer proof could he give 
than he did give, of a judgment ſtrongly con- 
vinced of it's truth? of a foul poſſeſſed of it's 
excellence and importance ? of a heart full of the 
warmelt zeal, and the moſt intenſe affection for 
it? And now under the views of death, he looks 
back upon all he had done and ſuffered for it, 
with ſatisfaction and pleaſure. And though an 
end was about to be put to all His labours and ſuf- 
ferings for it, yet he had ſuch full perſnafton of 
its truth and excellence, that he could without 
The leaſt heſitation, commit it back to that God 
and that Maſter from whom he had received it. 

7 He 


{ ; 
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He knew the glorious cauſe would not die with 
him. That he whoſe it was, would powerfully 
maintain it againſt all oppoſition. That the gates 
of hell ſhould never prevail againſt it. That it 
ſhould finally triumph to and at the great conſum- 
mating day. And thus perſuaded, he calmly and 
chearfully yields to death: firmly and Joytully 
welcomes his approaching diſſolution. 


And this is a great ſupport and ſatisfaction to 
a pious faithful miniſter, when laid aſide from 
his beloved work, and his endeavours to ſerve and 
promote the goſpel are drawing to a concluſion, 
that he leaves it in wiſe and ſafe hands : under 
the care of that almighty God, and that faithful 
head of the church, whoſe cauſe it is. Who will 
ſafely guard and defend the ſacred depoſit : and 
maintain it through all generations to the all per- 
oa day. 


And this ſurely gives great comfort, to all who 
have the intereſts of religion and the goſpel at 
heart, that though able and faithful adyocates for 
it are removed, yet the cauſe is that of God, who 
lives for ever. That nothing ſhall undermine or 
defeat it. That he can never want means and 
inſtruments to carry on his own work. That the 
great Lord who has all power in heaven and earth 
given him for this purpoſe, will take care of his 


Own 


1261 


own intereſt to the end of the world. And that 
though all fleſh is graſs, yet the word of the Lord . 


1 endureth for ever. Once more 


Thirdly. By this depoſit, or that which he com- 5 F 


1 4 mitted to one who was able and willing to keep y 
1 it, may be meant his own ſoul : his everlaſting | ; 
14 ſafety and happineſs. 5 
14 4 
I. And this too, it will not be diſputed, is at leaſt 

. a part of the Apoſtle's intention. 


| 1 St. Peter ſpeaking upon this ſubject, uſesthe ſame 
1 61 word with this in our text *. Wherefore let them 1 
* | that ſuffer according to the will of God, commit the 5 
14 keeping of, or depoſite and entruſt, their Souls unto y 
5 him, as to a faithful creator. This now was ex- b 
5 actly faint Paul's ſituation. Such his outward | 
105 circumſtances. Such the ſentiment of his heart. « 
64 He ſuffered much: he expected to ſuffer more. ; 
| f ö In and from this world he had no hope: and 1 
. death ſtood directly before him. But he ſuffered 1 
jt {1 Kee according to the will of God: not only by the diſ- ; 
it poſition of his providence, , but in the way of, and 44 
1 for doing his duty. This he looks back upon 
19 with a conſcious pleaſure and ſatisfaction. And ; 
f i from hence is enabled to commit his immortal! 
[pl ſpirit, and all its intereſts, to his God: with an un= 
| Hl | ® 1 Peter 4, 19. | 
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ſhaken dependance upon him, to keep them ſafe 
to the all conſummating day. Hear how he 
himſelf expreſſes the confidence and joy of his 
ſoul under theſe reflections and proſpects. For I 
am now ready to be offered up, and the time of my 


departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith. Hence- 


forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 


which the Lord, the righteous judge ſhall give me af 
that day: and (as he ſubjoins with a generous 
tranſport) not to me only, but unto all them that love 
his appearing *. 


And thus may the good chriſtian, eſpecially 
the faithful miniſter of the goſpel, whoſe lite has 
been ſpent and even worn out in the ſervice of 
his Maſter, enjoy himſelf under the decays of 
nature, and the approach of death : and live by 
reflection and proſpect, when life is in other re- 
ſpects a burthen ; and heart and fleſh fail. Age, 
or an impaired conſtitution, and the haſtening 
ſymptoms of a diſſolution, baffling the care of 
friends and the {kill of phyſicians, ſet death be- 
fore his eyes. But he ſmiles at it : he defies it : 
he bids it welcome, He looks back with a ſelf- 


conſcious approbation, He ſurveys the earthly 


houſe of his tabernacle : feels it tottering : ſees it 
{woln or emaciated : ſees and feels all without 


{hrinking back. And though corruption ſhalt 


* 2 Tim. chap. iv. ver. 6, 7, 8. 


> prey 


[18 ]* 
prey upon it, and worms devour it, yet neither 
doth this diſtreſs him, for he knoweth that his Re- 
deemer liveth. And with regard to the divine in- 
habitant, the immortal principle, and all its in- 
tereſts, theſe he commends to his heavenly Fa- 
ther : theſe he intruſts to the care of Jeſus. Not 
doubting its ſafety in the region of ſpirits, And 
rejoicing in the full confidence of compleat and 
intire happineſs, at that great day, when the 


mighty power and faithful care of him whom he 


has truſted, ſhall be diſplayed not to himſelf only, 


but to all thoſe who are united to him by faith, 


righteouſneſs, and love. 


What I am here deſcribing, my brethren, is 
not ideal and imaginary ; but real. What there 
have been inſtances of. All this and more than 
this the Apoſtle enjoyed. All this I have ſeen 
lately exemplified : not in a ſudden ſtart; but in 
a ſettled habitual frame : under long gradual de- 


cay ; under the flow but ſure approach of death. 


And can we, my dear friends, confider thoſe 
as loſt, who, though we have loſt them, and in 
them perhaps our choiceſt blefling, yet are fafely 
depoſited in the hands of God and the Redeemer? 
to whom they chearfully committed themſelves : 
with whom we may ſecurely leave them ; and 
ourſelves too in the way of well-doing : with the 
Joyful proſpect of a happy meeting at that day. 

; Thus 
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Thus have I endeavoured to afliſt your medi- 
tations upon the ſeveral parts of theſe animating 
words. What we next propoſed was 


To make ſome reflections upon the ſubject. 


And then is one, which is much ſuited to our 
preſent occaſion : but in which I have already pre- 
vented myſelf : and therefore ſhall little more 


than mention. 


How great and ſolid ſupport and comfort does 
this ſubject afford, under the removal of chriſtian 
friends, particularly of dear and faithful mini- 
ſters! And how does it ſoften our ſorrow, and 
moderate our concern, with reſpect to them, to 
ourſelves ; or to the intereſts of religion and the 
goſpel! We have, chriſtians, the power and faith- 
fulneſs of God, the tenderneſs and care of Jeſus, 
to rely upon. And white we have ſuch a foun- 
dation for chearfulneſs and joy, it is no enthuſiaſm 
nor unbecoming aſſurance, for the humbleſt chriſ- 
tian in the way of well doing to ſay, I know whom 
T have truſted : and I am perſuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed to him againſt 
that day. It is no leſs obvious from this ſubject to 
obſerve, 


Secondly. The great excellency of religion and 
the goſpel. 
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That which can give the mind this firmneſs, 
aſſurance, and joy, under the darkeſt and moſt 
diſcouraging ſcenes : that which will give it a 
placid eaſe, a chearful confidence under the de- 
cays of nature and the approach of death, with 
regard to itſelf, its deareſt intereſts and friends, 
and all the valuable concerns that have here en- 
gaged its zeal and love: that which can enable 
us to view our departed friends, as ſafe and happy 
in the protection and love of God and the Re- 
deemer ; to depoſite ourſelves when we die, in 


the ſame powerful and faithful cuſtody ; to com- 
mit thoſe whom we leave behind, to the ſame all- 


ſufficient guard and guide: with the bleſſed hope 
of a joyful convention at that great day, when 
virtue and all its friends ſhall appear to have been 


the charge of heaven, ſhall gloriouſly triumph : 
that, I ſay, which can do all this for us, muſt be 
excellent and divine. This religion and the goſ- 
pel can do. This it has done for thoſe, who in 
the way of well- doing have committed themſelves 
to God. 


Oh chriſtians, the time is coming, and is not 
far off, when thoſe of religion and the goſpel, 
will be found to be the beſt the only ſupports. 


All others will fail; totally fail: and what uſed 


to be a comfort, will be a ſource of diſtreſs. Yes; 
friends will fail; and be unable to give us any 


ſubſtantial relief, Relief! nay, but they will be 
an 
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1s, an acceſſion of trouble: and parting with them 
oft bea painful circumſtance in a dying hour. Heart 
* and fleſh will then fail too. Oh for the cordials 
le- of religion at that ſeaſon ! If we would enjoy them 
ith * then, we muſt prepare them ow. He that has 
ds, N a good conſcience, and a foundation for truſt in 
n- : God through Chriſt; that can leave with him his 
ble beſt friends and deareſt concerns that with him 
Py aalſo can depoſite his own Soul, and all his ever- 
Le- | laſting intereſts ; what has this man, this chriſ- 
in 4 tian to do, but to wait for leave to lie down, and 
m- die, and be happy? Once more, 

Ul- 1 

pe : Thirdly. What great honour does it reflect upon 
en religion, when thoſe who have been eminent 
5 pPirofeſſors of it, thus meet approaching death. 
be | How great, noble, and engaging does the 
o- Apoſtle appear, thus behaving under perſecution, 
in and in the views of death? without betraying the 
es leaſt ſuſpicion of his cauſe? the leaſt conſciouſneſs 
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of guilt ? the leaſt doubt of future happineſs ? 
With his friends, his religion, his own ſalvation 
very near his heart? And yet a perfect compo- 
ſure and ſatisfaction with regard to all, from a full 
perſuaſion of, and an intire confidence in, al- 
mighty power and unchanging truth, and a chear- 
ful expectation of a final judgment? How is re- 
ligion and the goſpel hereby recommended, as 
true, excellent, and divine ? 

And 
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22 
And when we have ſeen (as we have lately 
ſeen) the chriſtian, the miniſter of Jeſus, under 
long and great bodily decays, and the full view 
of death, with all the powers of his mind in per- 
fect vigour; with the moſt ardent zeal for the 
goſpel; with the tendereſt affection for his friends; 
with the warmeſt love for immortal ſouls ; and 
with the moſt important ſenſe of judgment and 
eternity: ſeen him in theſe circumſtances, and 
with theſe ſentiments, reviewing a paſt life with 
pleaſure ; looking forward with joy; looking up- 
ward with confidence ; committing his friends, 
his flock, his cauſe, himſelf, and all, all his dear 
everlaſting intereſts, to his powerful and faithful 
God; and with an air of ſerenity and chearful- 
neſs, founded upon a well-ſpent life and a gra- 
cious covenant, ſaying, I know whom I have be- 
lieved ; and I am perſuaded, that he is able ta keep 
that which I have committed to him, againſt that 
day: who can help admiring ſuch a behaviour? 
who can reſiſt the {triking conviction of the divine 
power, and glorious excellency of religion and 
the goſpel ? 


Thus lived and died your much reſpected, 
greatly beloved, and juſtly lamented PAs Tok. 


To do juſtice to his character, requires an abler 
hand, and firmer heart, than mine. But this I 
can ſay, no one feels a more ſenſible concern for 
your 
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your loſs, as well as my own. Nor had any one, 


next to his near relations, greater opportunity of 
converſing with him; and witneſſing to that be- 
haviour, which I muſt always admire : and by 
which he being dead, yet liveth and ſpeaketh in 
my heart. 


So much I know his abhorrence of flattery, 
and fo well I loved him, that I would not diſturb 
his duſt thereby. But ſo well was he known, 
and as well eſteemed, that I am free from that 
ſuſpicion : and know that to ſpeak the truth, will 
be the beſt Elogium. 


He deſcended from worthy Parents, who lived 
in this city. And upon his deſcent from them, 
he valued himſelf: not on account of blood or 
outward diſtinctions; but of that piety, integrity, 
and goodneſs, which is moſt truly honourable. 
His Father, I have oft he:*d many of this ſociety 
mention with great affection and eſteem, as an 
excellent and exemplary chriſtian. And ſome 


b things I have ſeen of his, which beſpeak a heart 


f ſtrongly influenced by chriſtian piety and benevo- 


lence. No wonder therefore, his name and me- 
mory ſhould be held in high honour by fuch a 
ſon, when there was not only filial piety, but 
true worthineſs of character to engage it. . 


He received his grammar learning near this 
oy And entered upon and finiſhed his acade- 
mical 


* 


[ 24 ] 


mical ſtudies, in Scotland. And for the improve 
ment he made in ſound and uſeful knowledge, I 
may appeal to all who knew him. 


He was, as I am well aſſured, always diſtin- 
guiſhed for ſerious piety. And this happy turn 
of mind directed his ſtudies: and rendered the 
holy ſcriptures his conſtant meditation and de- 


light. 


He was early called to miniſter in holy things 
to this church. And as with you he began, ſo 


with you he finiſhed his ſtated labours; though 


not without many, and ſome of them inviting, 
calls to a removal. No wonder that forty years 
(during which time he has ſtood related to you) 
ſhould have endeared him to you. But he was 
ſtill more endeared, by that conſtant aſſiduity, 
earneſt zeal, faithful integrity, and warm affec- 
tion, by which he ſerved you and your beſt in- 
tereſts. 


His conſtitution was naturally tender. But 
with care and abſtinence he preſerved ſo much 
health, as to be generally able to go on in his 


work. What health he had, he faithfully de- 


voted to his Maſter's honour, and your ſervice. 
And ſo much was his heart engaged hereby, that 
he frequently appeared here, when thought fitter 
for his chamber: though generally with this ad- 
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vantage to his hearers, that his bodily diſorders he 
ſeemed to leave behind him at the foot of the pul- 
pit, and took them up when he went down 


again. 


Di ſcouragements he met with. And who 
that is engaged in the miniſterial office does not? 
But God and a good conſcience carried him 
through all. As he advanced in life, theſe diſ- 
couragements wore off. And he was eminently 
bleſſed with that, which, I have oft heard him 
ſay, was his deſire at his entrance into public life 
(and what wiſe man is there but would deſire it?) 


not to be careſſed by the capricious multitude, but 


as he advanced in life, to advance in uſefulneſs, 
and to grow in eſteem with the wiſe and good, 
By this, I fay, he was eminently diſtinguiſhed ; 
and has left the world at ſixty-ſix years of age 
univerſally valued, univerſally deſired, and uni- 
verſally lamented, 


Nor is it ſtrange it ſhould be ſo. Since there 


was a foundation in character: and his real worth 


as a chriſtian and a miniſter, would grow more 


evident, the more he was known : and efface any 
prejudice which a retirement of temper, and an 


abſtractedneſs from the world might have given, 


As a Chriſtian, all who knew him will bear 
witneſs to his ardent piety ; his unſhaken integri- 
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[ 26 ] 
ty; his exemplary behaviour; and his fervent 
charity, 

As a Miniſter, his praiſe is in the churches. 
And to you, brethren, he needs no letters of com- 
mendation. For ye are his epiſtle : and I truſt 
will be read of all men to your own and his ho- 
'nour. Ye, I ſay, are his Epiſtle ; written, not 
with ink, but with the ſpirit of the living God; 
not in tables of ſtone, but in the fleſhly table of 
'your heart. af 


His ſentiments in religion were noble and free. 
God is love, was a favourite topic with him. Never 
.did his zeal riſe higher, than againſt what he 
thought was repugnant to this glorious character. 
How oft have we heard him from the pulpit, and 
at the table of the Lord, expreſs himſelf with a 
- peculiar glow upon the univerſal extent of Chriſt's 

death? and the capacity that a/ were in, of be- 
ing finally happy ? As though the contrary ſup- 
- poſition would have been a diminution of his 
— now, and even of his joy at the laſt. 


9 heart was * Hum bigetry, and party pre- 
: judices : and open to embrace all / incere chriſtians, 


without regard to particular opinions. In a paper 
left behind him, wrote and ſubſcribed with his 


: own hand; and after ſome years, reviewed and 


and ſubſoribed again; and this as he expreſſes it, 
d even under a ſentence of death within Him- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, and as under the eye of the all-knowing 
God, his witneſs and judge; and as the reſult of 
a long and daily ſelf- inſpection, and of the moſt 
impartial repeated felf-enquiry” : In this paper, 
after having declared himſelf a chriſtian, upon the 
moſt deliberate and impartial enquiry ; that he 
eſteemed arid reverenced Fefus Chriſt as the 
anointed prophet, meſſenger and fon of God; 

the only mediator between God and ſinful man- 
kind ; an authoriſed law-giver and revealer of the 
divine will and purpoſes of God to the world; and 


. Who by the father's appointment and conſtitution 


will be the final judge of the world: and having 
ſubjoined ſome other things, relative to his faith 
and hope as a chriſtian, he then adds: *I have 
thought that glorious and comprehenſive cha- 
racter, a Chriſtian, is ſufficiently diſtinguithing 
in itſelf : but if any require an epithet to render 
it more diſtinguiſhing, as fome ſeem to do, let 
them know it hath been my endeavour to deſerve 
the title of a Cathalick Chriſtian, or to cultivate 
and evidence an hearty affection to all that were 
the diſciples and fervants of our common Lord, ac- 
cording to the characteriſticks which he hath laid 
down of ſuch ; whatever particular denomination 
they might go under amongſt men, or whatever 
particular ſentiments they migtit hold. Never was 
I more ſincere in any requeſt for myſelf, than I 
have been when joining iſſue with the great 


Apaſtle in his catholick prayer, Grace be with 
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all thoſe who love our Lord Jeſus in ſincerity. My 
Maſter's own badge of diſcipleſhip was ever a 
ſtronger engagement of my eſteem and affection, 
than the Shibboleth of my own party.—I make 
no doubt of meeting many in the heavenly 
world, ſhould I arrive at laſt there, who were 
not thought fit to live upon the earth, from a 
blind zeal, an unchriſtian bigotry, or an igno- 
rance moſt ſcandalous, if not wicked, amidſt the 


abounding declarations of the importance of love 
and charity in the Goſpel of Chriſt”. 


As large and generous were his notions of 
chriſtian liberty, and the right of private judg- 
ment. Nor could he admit the thought, that 
any honeſt ſincere Chriſtian ought to ſuffer from 
men nom, or ſhould ſuffer in his acceptance with 
God at laſt, on account of mere errors in judg- 


ment. Thus I have heard him expreſs himſelf, 


and to this purpoſe he alſo expreſſes himſelf in 
the cited paper. If Chriſt had intended his 
followers ſhould have been all of one opinion, he 
would not have left ſo many things doubtful. And 
if he had intended they hould fb for the faith, 
he would not fo ſtrongly and particularly have 
enjoined /ove. There is no truth about which I 
am more clear than this, that God will not con- 
demn any for mere error. I can no more think 
that any ſhall be puniſhed for involuntary miſ- 
takes, than I can think that God is unjuſt. 
Though 
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Though I am convinced that many of our ſen- 
timents will appear mere blunders in a future 
ſtate, yet this does not in the leaſt affect my 
hopes of future acceptance with God. I have 
no more fear of ſuffering for any ſentiments that 
I have embraced, though they were deemed fun- 
damental errors by men, than I have a doubt that 
God is righteous and merciful : nor dare I in- 
dulge any ſuſpicion of that kind, any more than 
of cruelty and tyranny in the all- perfect God.” 


Hie had a real love to truth; a deſire to ſeek 
and embrace it; and a readineſs to communicate 
it to others. His own words will beſt expreſs the 
ſentiments of his heart. © I full well knew 1 
was fallible ; but I can as truly fay, that I was a 
ſincere lover and ſearcher after truth. —What I 
believed to be the truths of the Goſpel, I never 
diſſembled upon all t and prudent occaſions of 
declaring them, and as I found thoſe I miniſtered 
to could bear them; how different ſoever they 
were from a public faith, ſynodical determina- 
tions, or (O monſtrous abſurdity !) from religious 
ſentiments efabliſhed by law. All ſuch uſurped, 


ſelf-expoſing power I live, I die, diſclaiming. 
It is invading the prerogative of the great Maſter, 
which I dare not encourage, out of very faithful- 


neſs and allegiance to himſelf. Let any one 
make it appear to me, that He or his Apoſtles 


have declared any thing as truth, and it ſhall be 


an 


an article "of my faith: let any one but make it ! 
appear to me, that He or they have never ſaid 

what I held as a ſacred dictate, and it ſhall 0 

longer be held by me.” 
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Upon theſe and ſuch like principles, he choſe, 
as the reſult of impartial conſideration, to wor- 
ſhip with thoſe who are called Diſſenters, and ta 
take his lot with them. Even becaufe © he could 

not find that our Saviour or his Apoſtles had ever 
inſtituted any particular form of church govern- 
ment, to which Chriſtians were «bl/iged to con- 
form as of divine right : nor had delegated any 
power of that kind to any man or to any body of 
men. The claiming therefore any ſuch autho- 
rity, he thought, was an uſurped. power; re- 
ſtraining and fettering Chriſtians where Chriſt 
had left them free; invading the rights of con- 
ſcience which every Chriſtian is bound to main- 
tain ; abſolutely inconſiſtent with the prerogative 
of the great Maſter, who. is the  fole king and 
lawgiver in his church ; and juſtifying all the 
ridjculous ſuperſtitions in the church of Rome.” 
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Fl, 
1. 


But though for theſe reaſons he WAS a Diſſen- 
ter, yet he thought it equally his duty to culti- 


vate an affection to thoſe in the eſtabliſhment: 
believing they were equally ſincere though they 
ſaw not things in the light that he did; and 
might be, at leaſt, equally uſeful in the common 
cauſe 
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poßtion to and pleaſure i in doing good. 


| intire at the end of the Sermon. 
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cauſe of chriſtianity: and expreſſes his great diſ- 
like of the cenſorious wrathful Bigot al 


Denomination. 


Theſe are noble and generous ſentiments, and 
may they every day more and more prevail! To 
your attention and regard it will recommend 
them, that they were his. And theſe he friouſly 
reviews as under the eye of the Judge of hearts. 
« My daily triumph, ſays he, is in the divine 
omniſciency: God knows the way I have taken, 
My ſincerity 1 will hold faſt, whilſt I bluſh for 
my remaining ĩmperfections, and bewail my de- 


fects; breathing after that ſtate and that rap] 


when it ſhall be perfect day for light, for love, 
for holineſs, and comfort; aſpiring always to- 


wards it oy proven endeavours, ae fer- 


benevolence of heart ; and a diſ- 
Thus 
he expreſſes himſelf in a letter to a friend. 
« Whatever deficiencies I haye reaſon to Jament 


He had great. 


as to the glorious character of the Chriſtian, I 
can lay my hand on my heart and ſay, That 
: the common gratifications and 2 of 


wealth, were they innocent, are contemptible in 
my eye, compared with the relleving a mind 


The Paper from which theſe extracts are made is publiſhed 
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[ 32] 
loaded with afflition, the miniſtering to the ſuc- 
cour of a tuinous family, and the contributing to 
the raiſing a dejected ſpirit. I am thankful for 
the precept, and for the aſſurance thereby given 
of the acceptableneſs of ſuch acts; much more 
for any degree of the diſpoſition and capacity, by 
which I have known nn of a * 


truly divine.” 


In his temper he was ſo far above every thing 


mean and ſordid, or a deſire of filthy lucre, that 


he could not bear the leaſt appearance of it : and 


thought a Miniſter ſhould of all others, be very 


careful to keep clear of the imputation. When 
his growing diſorders prevented his officiating in 


his turn at the Tueſday lecture at Salter's-hall, he 
would have reſigned, he actually ſent his reſigna- 


tion: his reaſon was, that he was afraid it looked 
mean to receive the profit and not do the work ; 

and he could not bear the thought of it. But 
the Gentlemen reſpectfully refuſed his reſignation. 


And his reverend Brethren there (I hope they 


will forgive my mentioning this circumſtance) 
kindly undertook to ſupply for him: and inſiſted 
to how his name ſtand with their's. This in- 


ſtance of their regard to him, he nn 


with affection and . 


As a Preacher, I will appeal to 2 world, 5 
be bold to ſay, that he had few equals; fewer, 


: . 
FR VR % 
3, on OS. 


| "1335 
if any, that ſurpaſſed him. His ſubjects were 
practical and important. His language ſtrong 


and nervous. His manner ſerious and ſtriking. 


; And his appeals to the heart forcible and pun- 


gent. How did he deſcribe the beginnings, and 
progreſs of vice? paint its deformity ? detect its 
wiles ? expoſe its folly ? repreſent its final iflue ? 
and all this in ſuch a manner as, one would 
think, to make the boldeſt ſinner aſhamed and 
tremble? How did he, on the other hand, diſ- 
play the beauties of holineſs ? repreſent its dig- 
nity and value ? and fo point out its glorious re- 
wards, as to convince every judgment, and en- 
gage every heart on its fide? With what awful 
ſolemnity did he denounce the terrors of the 
Lord to perſuade men ? And how did he unfold 
and diſplay the love and grace of the goſpel for 
encouragement, ſupport, and comfort, where 
theſe were wanting? Did not our hearts, my 
brethren; oft burn within us, while he talked 
to us upon thoſe ſubjects? And when he opened 
to us the word of God, did not we feel it to be 
quick and powerful? 


What he was in more private and domeſtic 
life, the faithful tender care, and moſt uncom- 
mon, yet willing, fatigue of thoſe who were 
neareſt to him; while he lived; and their grief, 
not'for him' but' for themſelves, now he is gone, 
ſpeak more feelingly than words can, 

F 


Long 


r 2 


K... hr 4 


— — 


4 

- —— 

_ = 82 .- bs 
9 11 * 

5 1 7 : 


— 


= — 


« £ —_—_— . * — ES CR I 2 —— — * * = 
- - - - x © > — — — * — - 
= = 
+ 
- — 
— > — 


1 EIS. 
Mt 


- __ 
2 
— 
F 
8 2 
* * 


— 
r 2 Te 


1 
— — 
323 


Ce WI 
= _ - r 
* eee eee Q 


—_ 
LA 2514 
GA 2232 


1 — 
| > A 
— * 


222 * 
+» Sb 


* 


— 
— 
— 
- * 3 
"= 8 
* 32 _—— 
bl _ 
5 = 
4 = E 
=X 
— — 


222 
8 — 


6 — a 

e * 2 — 
— — 

7 - © 


—— — 2 2142 


— 


— — 
D — , 


wes #* $3. 8 — 998 ® 9 * 8 TI Y — N & * * * 
. 0 c ona * in 
——— — r 7 


EE ²˙ ü—ᷣ— — —— TIL EA As 


C 


cam _a- 4. 


— 
— — — — — 
— 1 _— — = _ — - 24 
- — = — = 
: W  —— —— 
* - — = 
- 
— 


2 
pon 


[ 34 ] 


Long did he continue his public miniſtrations 


under great weakneſs and pain of body : loth to 


be laid aſide while life laſted : and willing, if it 


might be, to ſpend his laſt breath in the ſervice 
of his Maſter and of your ſouls. And when 
the body could no longer anſwer to the deſires 
of his heart, and the vigour of his mind; but 
prevailing illneſs confined him, the moſt painful 
circumſtance to him under that confinement was, 


that it detained him from his beloved work 
among you. 


Some months ſince he made ſome efforts there- 


in. Nor is it cafy to ſay which moſt ſurprized 


us, how he got to and from the pulpit ; or with 
what vigour he exerted himſelf when there. 


At length he was quite diſabled : but not then 
uſeleſs. No; his example of faith and patience; 
of the infelt ſupports of a good conſcience ; of 
hope, confidence, and joy in God and in the 
Redeemer ; under the awful views of death and 
judgment ſpeak, and I hope will long ſpeak, to 
your hearts and mine, very forcibly on the fide 
of religion, virtue, and the goſpel. 


| To ſee him, as I have ſen him, panting for 
breath, and labouring with pain, and at the 


fame time to hear him, as I have heard him, 


excellently talking of providence and unmorta- 


lity, 
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lity, and the truth, power and glory of the goſ- 
pel : vindicating his heavenly Father in all his 
afflictions : committing himſelf to his dear Re- 
deemer : expreſſing his lively aſſurance of eter- 
nal life through him : — this I own has ſtruck 
me with admiration ; I have almoſt wiſhed my 
ſoul in his ſoul's ſtead ; and gone away confirmed 
in my belief of the reality as well as value of 
chriſtian principles. 


Often have I heard him repeat with peculiar 
energy the words of our great Maſter. And 
though humbly acknowledging that he did it in 
an inferior ſenſe, yet like him /:fting up his eyes 
to heaven in ſolemn appeal and chearful confi- 
dence ſay, Father, I have glorified thee on earth, 
T have fimſhed the work which thou haſt given me 
to do: and now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
the glory, which thou haſt prepared for thy faith- 
{ul ſervants from the foundation of the world. 


Long did he wait for his diſmiſſion : wiſh for 
leave to die. But his, with a conſcience ſo clear, 
with views ſo lively, and under ſuch bodily weak- 
neſs and pain as he endured, was no great won- 
der. In theſe circumſtances it was more great 
to be willing to live. Not long ſince, when in- 
clined to doze, he faid, © I hope it will be,” falling 


ond at laſt. But how thou pleaſeſt, O my 
F 2 God: 
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36 
God: only honour and bleſs me with faith and 


| patience. 


A ſafe diſmiſſion he never doubted. An eg 
and peaceful one he oft prayed for. His prayer 
was heard. The evening before he leit us, no 
remarkable alteration was perceived. His ſpeech 
though weak, he then retained : and his under- 
ſtanding in its uſual vigour. His family he once 
more called to a throne of grace: and commit- 
ted himſelf and them to his heavenly Father. 
And when his voice failed, he with a chearful 
countenance, though with cold trembling lips, 
took his leave of one of his deareſt relatives, till 
they ſhould meet again in heaven. 


As in life he loved privacy, and affected no ſhow, 
ſo the ſame temper led him to give particular di- 
rections for a private interment. This it was (and 
for this it is that I mention that circumſtance) 


which prevented his church, equally loving him, 


as beloved by him, from paying him that public 
reſpect at his funeral, which I know they would 
otherwiſe have done: judging indeed that the 
trueſt reſpect was, a ſilent compliance with his 
defire. And truly ſuch a character as his wants 
no pompous funeral, nor monumental inſcription 
to perpetuate its memory. His own good name 
is the beſt monument. His works are the moſt 
ſolid and laſting praiſe, His memory is engraved 

mn 


137 


in the hearts of many. And his worth ſhall ſur- 
vive the ruins of time, and endure for ever. 


I need nat tell you, my dear brethren, how 
much he loved you, how faithfully he ſerves 
you. Often would he expreſs his high pleasure 
in the peace and harmony which prevailed among 
you: and in the fruitful effects of generous good- 
neſs by which you have been diſtinguiſhed. Ful- 
fil ye his defire and joy, by being ſtill Ie minded. 
In the paper before quoted he calls you, that dear 


ſociety : and appeals to God, that he had done his 


beft, and faithfully ſerved you. I too can appeal 
to your canſciences before God, with what dili- 
gence he ſerved and taught you for the ſpace of 
forty years: and kept back nothing that was pro- 
fitable to you : and ſought not your's hut you : 
and that he is pure from the blogd af all men. 
And now I know that ye ſorrow moſt of 
all that ye ſhall fee his face and hear his vaice 
no more. And for this, as well as for myſelf, 
I moſt unfeignedly mingle my tears with your's. 
——— But, oh my brethren ! being dead, he yet 
ſpeaketh. Still he lives; and long may he live 
amongſt us : — live in our memories, hearts, and 
lives. Long may we remember his example ; 
his inſtructions ; his cautions ; his prayers : — 
and in all reſpects walk worthy of him and of 
them, 


Then 
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1381 
Then, my friends, Then be aſſured, we ſhall 
ſee him again with comfort, honour, and joy; 
even at that day. Let us anticipate for a mo- 
ment his and our glories then. Then I truſt he 
will have many fouls for his crown of rejoicing. 
Some ſaved from death, by being converted from 
the error of their ways by him. Others led oz 
fo heaven, by being confirmed in faith and holi- 
neſs by him. All with united praiſe and joy ſur- 
rounding Him, then ſhining forth as he Sun in 
the kingdom of his Father. 


Join with me, Chriſtians, in one pious, affec- 
tionate with for myſelf and you l. Oh that as I 
have here joined my poor endeavours to his more 
valuable ſervices, in the promoting your everlaſt- 
ing intereſt, ſo I may ſhare with him, though it 
be but in an inferior degree, the joys and triumphs 
of that bleſſed day! And that you alſo may 
meet us again on the right-hand of the Judge ! 
and join an everlaſting ſong of praiſe to God and 
the Redeemer! Amen and Amen. 


The following is that Paper wrote and ſubſcribed by 
the Reverend Mr. NEWM AN, ſo often referred to 
in the ſermon. It was neceſſary the quotations 
from it ſhould ſiand there as delivered from the 
Pulpit. Upon the reading it, IT judged it worthy 
to be preſerved: and that it was his intention 
that it ſhould be made public. But, having a 
permiſſion to make what uſe of it I thought 
proper in the ſermon, made the larger extratts 
from it, as being uncertain whether thoſe who 
only had a right to determine, would judge as 
J did concerning its publication. I have now 
the ſatisfattion to find that they do. And it is 
with their full conſent and approbation that it 
is here publiſhed. May God Almighty bleſs it 
to promote a ſpirit of chriſtian catholiciſm and 


love! 


PO N the demiſe or removal of any from 
this world, eſpecially of thoſe who have 


ſuſtained a public character, which hath been my 
lot, nothing is more common than for others to 
2X pronounce abſolutely concerning their ve, and 
naoral character, though greatly diſqualified for 
X the paſſing a judgment, from their ignorance of 
the heart and the ſecret life. Since I may expect 
that 
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I humbly hope, through the divine 


[ 49 ] 
that many will ſet upon my character, as well as 
from this world, fo for the ſake of the honourable 
ſtation in which Providence hath placed me, and 
the glorious Religion which I have profeſſed, I 
thought it might not be amiſs, as under the eye 
of the all-knowing God, my witneſs and judge, 
and as I ſhall be incapable of being affected by 
the cenſures and applauſe of my fellow mortals, 
when this paper ſhall appear, to leave behind me 
the reſult of a long and daily ſelf- inſpection, and 
ofthe moſt impartial repeated ſelf-enquiry: which 
grace, I ſhall 
be able to atteſt and ſubſcribe with-my laſt-breath 
and in my dying moments, as far as it reſpects 
my moral character, under the firmeſt perſuaſion 
of my ſpeedy appearing before God. 


Amidſt the ſeveral. titles by which mankind 
are diſtinguiſhed as to religion, I have very de- 
liberately, and after the moſt impartial enquiry, 
liſted myſelf amongſt thoſe. called CHRISTIANS, 
or the diſciples, ſervants, and followers of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Him TI have eſteemed and reverenced as 
the anointed Prophet, Meſſenger, and Son of 
God ; the only Mediator between God-and finful 
mankind ; an "authoriſed lawgiver and revealer of 
the divine will and purpoſes of God to the world; 
and who by the father's appointment and confi 
tution will * the final Judge of the world. In 

him 


| [ 41 ] 

him I have firmly believed: no other authority in 
matters of religion have I ever owned, whatever 
the pretenſions and claims have been.—Upon his 
declarations I have relied as divine truths : equal- 
ly upon thoſe which are purely his revelation, as 
upon thoſe which are diſcoverable by natural 
light, and only confirmed by him. On his Me- 
diation, atonement, and ſatisfaction, as appointed 
and accepted of God, I depend as the procuring 
cauſe of that covenant of grace that admits of re- 
pentance as the term of forgiveneſs ; and upon the 
perfect and rich mercy of God promiſed and ten- 
dred through my warthy and only Redeemer, 
and upon the terms exhibited in the gaſpel, have 
I relied for the forgiveneſs of the criminal defects 
of a to faulty and unprofitable life, and of my 
many -preſumptuous offences: by that ſtandard of 
the goſpel have I endeavoured to form my ſenti- 
ments of Religion, and have regulated my hopes 
and fears as to an eternal world before me. 


I have thought that glorious and comprehen- 
ſtye character, 4à Chriſtian, is ſufficiently diſtin- 
guiſhing in itſelf: but if any require an Epithet 
to render it more diſtinguiſhing, as ſome ſeem to 
do, let them know it hath been my endeavour to 
deſerve the title of a Catholich Cbriſtian; or to cul- 
tivate and evidence an hearty affection 70 all that 
are the diſciples and ſervants of our cammon Lord, 


ating to tr Which he hath 


laid 
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laid down of ſuch ; whatever particular denomi- 
nation they might go under amongſt men, or, 
whatever particular ſentiments they might hold. 
Never was I more ſincere in any requeſt for my- 
ſelf, than when joining iſſue with the great Apoſ- 
tle in his catholick prayer © Grace be with all 
thoſe who love our Lord Jeſus in fincerity.” My 
Maſter's own badge of diſcipleſhip was ever a 
ſtronger engagement of my eſteem and affection, 
than the Shibboleth of my own party : I was ever 
ready to receive and embrace thoſe whom I had 
reaſon to believe Chriſt had received, as I judged 
was the real caſe of all thoſe, © who are ſincere in 
the profeſſion of the goſpel as the ſtandard of their 
faith and practice, and who have evidenced an 
upright deſire of forming their ſentiments and 
lives thereby.” — Agreeably hereto, I make no 
doubt of meeting many in the heavenly world, 
ſhould I arrive at laſt there, who were not thought 
fit to live upon the earth, from a blind zeal, 
an unchriſtian bigotry, or an ignorance moſt ſcan- 


dalous, if not wicked, amidſt the abounding de- 


clarations of the importance of love and charity in 
che goſpel of Chriſt. 


I make no doubt but ſoine of my own gut 
ments in Chriſtianity might be errors in judg- 
ment: I full well knew I was fallible ; but I can 
as truly ſay, that I was a ſincere lover and ſearcher 


after truth ; and ** the moſt impartial ſearch 
into 


([ 43 ] 


into my own breaſt, I never could diſcern any, 
degree of prejudice ſufficient to byas my ſearches, 


d. 3 or to prevent my embracing truth as it hath ap- 
J" RF peared to me. If I am really miſtaken in any 
1 1 point, I can moſt truly ſay, that thoſe my errors 
ll | Z have been taken up amidſt an impartial dere and 
ly = gueſt to know the truth as it is in Jeſus ; they 
4 I were always ready to be given up hon conviction 


= of their being errors; and that conviction I thank- 
XZ fully accepted at any hand. What I believed to 
ad be the truths of the goſpel, I never diſſembled 
ed upon all zz and prudent occaſions of declaring 
m XZ them, and as I found thoſe I miniſtred to could 
lr M bear them ; how different ſoever they were from 
in a public faith, ſynodical determinations, or (O 
1d Z monſtrous abſurdity ) from religious ſentiments 
10 = eſtabliſhed by law. All ſuch uſurped, ſelf-expoſing 


2 power I ive, I die diſclaiming. It is invading 

the prerogative of the great maſter, which I dare 
l, not encourage out of very faithfulneſs and alle- 
— giance to himſelf. Let any one make it appear 
a to me, that he or his Apoſtles have declared any 
” thing as truth, and it ſhall be an article of my 

Faith: let any one but make it appear to me that 
8 he or they have never ſaid what I held as a ſacred 
dictate, and it ſhall 20 longer be held by me. From 
> hence, I have no more fear of ſuffering for any 
a ſentiments that Thave embraced, though they were 
20 deemed fundamental errors by men, than I have a 
ad doubt that God is righteous and merciful: nor 
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dare JI indulge any ſuſpicion of that kind, any 
more than of cruelty and tyranny in the all-per- 
fect God. 


I was educated amongſt thoſe Proteſtants who 
diſſent from the Church of England: when I 
came to thoſe years that F was capable of judging 
of the arguments on both fides, I impartially 
conſidered them; and as the reſult thereof I choſe 
to worſhip with thoſe that are called diſſenters, 
and to take my lot with them. I never could find 
that our Saviour or his Apoſtles had ever inſtituted 
any particular form of Church Government, to 
which Chriſtians were ob/iged to conform as of 
divine right : nor that they had delegated any 


power of that kind to any man, or to any body 


of men. From whence it was very apparent to 
me, that all claims of ordaining the circumſtantials 
of worſhip, and the laying chriſtians under an 
obligation of conforming to them in obedience to 
authority, was an ſurped power; it was reſtrain- 
ing and fettering Chriſtians where Chriſt had left 
them free: it was invading the rights of conſcience 
which every Chriſtian is bound to maintain; and 
it alſo appeared to me, to be the afſuming an au- 
thority abſolutely inconſiſtent with the prerogative 
of the great Maſter, who is the ſole King and 
lawgiver in his church ; and to juſtify all the.idle 
and ridiculous ſuperſtitions and. fopperies in the 
Church of Rome, or any other that fanciful men 


may 


any 
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may take into their heads to eſtabliſh, under the 
pretence of ſolemnity, decency, and order. For 
theſe reaſons, I not only thought I was ju/tified in 
my diſſent, but that it was my duty to diſſent, as 
it was the only way I had of bearing my teſtimo- 
ny againſt an impoſing ſpirit ; of freeing myſelf 
from unſcriptural impoſitions ; and maintaining 
a liberty which Chriſt hath left me, of advancing 
as near as Icould to a ſcriptural ſimplicity and pu- 
rity as to worſhip, 


That the diſſenters principles ate good, the no- 
bleſt champions of the Church of England have 
ſufficiently declared in their writings againſt Po- 
pery : and when they have been giving us theit 
thoughts of chriſtian principles and duties, with- 
out any view to party: this I could abundantly 
prove. | | 


But though I have thought it my duty to diſ- 
ſent for the reaſons before-mentioned, yet I have 
ever thought it equally my duty to cultivate an 
affection to thoſe in the eſtabliſhment : believing 
they were equally fincere though they ſaw not 
things in the light wherein they appeared to me z 
and might be, at leaſt, equally uſeful in the com- 
mon cauſe of Chriſtianity, fince we agreed in 
things of much greater moment, than thoſe in 


which we differed. I can fay, I ever followed 


charity and peace with all who called upon the 
| Lord 
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Lord Jeſus out of a pure heart, from a ſenſe of 


duty. In every party they have had moſt of my 


heart who have had moſt of God and goodneſs 
in themſelves. I have condemned the cenſorious 
wrathful Bigot of every denomination ; and I 


have never anſwered to any party term, fo as to 


lay any ſtreſs or to put any value upon it, but that 
which forbids all party-ſpirit, a CHRISTIAN. 


Theſe reflections upon my ſpirit and conduct, 
J have ſeriouſly and deliberately made as under 
the eye of the judge of hearts: and my daily tri- 
umph is in the divine Omniſciency. God knows 
the way J have taken.” My ſincerity I will hold 
faſt, whilſt I bluſh for my remaining imperfec- 
tions, and bewail my defects; breathing after 
that ſtate and that ſeaſon when it ſhall be perfect 
day for light, for love, for holineſs, and com- 
fort ; aſpiring always towards it by nnn 
endeavours, and fervent Papen. 


I truſt J have not been abſolutely uſeleſs in my 
miniſterial capacity; ſince I have been as diligent 
as a feeble conſtitution would admit, and not un- 
faithful to my truſt. I have not walked in crafti- 
neſs, nor handled the word of God deceitfully; 
but by manifeſtation of the truth to the utmoſt of 
my power both in theory and practice, have been 
ambitious of recommending myſelf to every ones 
conſcience as ſpeaking and acting in the ſight of 
172051 s G od, 
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God. But though I may not have been ſo uſe- 
ful as I defired, I have done my beſt for that dear 
ſociety : I have never ſought theirs but them : 
and therefore I rejoice in this, he that judgeth me 
is the Lord; and I hope my reward will be, not 
according to my ſucceſs but my endeavours, from 
that grace by which I have been enabled to do 
what I have done, and from whence I am what 
I am.— June I, 1752. 


THOMAS NEWMAN, 


He again writes as follows : 


N. B. I have reviewed what this Paper con- 
tains, even under a ſentence of death within my- 


ſelf, and do afreſh ſubſcribe to it April 20, 1756. 
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Some SER Moms: of the late Reverend; 
Mr. NEWMAN, _reviſed by himfelf, and left 
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